THE FOLLOW NG RULES WERE AMENDED OR ADOPTED
ON DECEMBER 15, 1994 AT THE ADM NI STRATI VE JUDGES MEETI NG

RULE 3. 34 ALTERNATI VE DI SPUTE RESOLUTI ON

OLD TEXT:

Cases may be referredto alternative di spute resol uti on by the
Judges of the Courts of Webb County on their own notion or on notion of
one of the parties, subject tothe discretion of the assi gned judge
presiding at settlenment week.

NEW TEXT:

A POLI CY: Cases may be referred to alternative dispute
resol ution by the judges of the courts of Webb County on their own
nmotion or on notion of a party, subject to the discretion of the
Presi di ng Judge.

B. PROCEDURE: Counsel and/or parties requesting the
appoi nt mrent of a medi at or shal |l pronptl|y advi se t he Presi di ng Judge of
such request. No case shall bereferredto nmediati on and no nedi at or
shal | serve or be appointed prior tothe entry by the Presidi ng Judge
of the court where the case is on file of an appropriate Order
referring the case to nedi ati on unl ess ot herw se agreed and or der ed by
t he Presiding Judge. The order shall require that the parti es nedi ate
on or before a date certain. Nothing in this rule shall prevent
counsel and/or parties fromreachi ng an agreenent to desi gnate a person
to serve as nediator in a case; provided, however, that such
desi gnati on shall be confirned by witten Order of the Presiding Judge
of the court inwhichthe caseis pending, and provi ded further, that
such designationis not otherwise inconflict wwththisrule. The
medi at or shall be entitledto only one fee as may be agreed t o and/ or
ordered by the court and upon conpl eti on of their work i n any case
shal | pronmptly report the total anount of fees charged or col |l ected for
their services renderedin saidcase and the identity of person(s)
payi ng said fees.

C. PERSONS QUALIFIED: In all cases, notw thstandi ng any
agreenment of counsel and/or partiestothe contrary, novisiting or
Presiding Judge in such case nor any person appointed as
Guar di an/ Attorney Ad-Li temin such case shall al so serve as nedi ator in
sai d case.

RULE 4.18 AD LI TEM APPO NTMENTS:

OLD TEXT:
No | ocal rule under this subdivision.



NEW TEXT:

See | ocal rule 3.34.

C. PERSONS QUALI FI ED: In all cases, notw thstandi ng any
agreenment of counsel and/or partiestothe contrary, novisiting or
Presi di ng Judge i n such case not any person appoi nted as Medi ator in
such case shal | serve as Attorney/ Guardi an Ad-Litemin said case. All
per sons appoi nted to serve as Attorneys/ Guardi ans Ad-Litemshal | be
qualified to serve in such capacity under applicable |aw.

RULE 6. 13 APPO NTMENT OF COUNSEL:
OLD TEXT:

A. Sworn Application - Defendants claimnginability to enpl oy
counsel nust file a sworn application.

B. Appointnent:

1. The court may inits discretion appoint attorneys from
the private bar when the public defender's office has
a conflict of interest or for any other good reason.

2. Attorneys who file a notion to withdraw based on the
client's failure to pay attorney's fees nay be subj ect
to appoi ntment by the court.

C. Appointnment Continues - If an attorney was appoi nted by a
magi strate to represent the def endant t hroughout the proceedi ngs. The
attorney shoul d conti nuously nonitor the status of the defendant's
case. Counsel isdirectedtofollowthe directivesinLocal Rule 6.14

D. Conpensation - Counsel will be conpensated accordingtothe
rat e schedul e pursuant to Tex. Code Crim Pro. 26.25, adopted by t he
j udges at their adm ni strative neetings on an annual basis. District
clerk's office shall mail a pre-nunbered voucher formto
t he attorneys fromthe private bar when t hey are appoi nted. Attorneys
shal | submt a voucher for paynment at the concl usi on of the case for
t he work done before that particular court.

NEW TEXT:

The court may inits discretion appoint attorneys fromthe
private bar when the public defender's office has conflict of interest,



whi ch shal | be rai sed at the i ncepti on of the appoi ntnent, but no |l ater
than the arraignnment date.

W t hdrawal s by t he public defender's office for any ot her
good reason may be heard and or granted by the court inits discretion.

RULE 6. 17 DI SCOVERY:
OLD TEXT:

A. D scovery shal | be conducted in accordance with Article 39. 14
of the Texas Code of Crim nal Procedure.

B. Any notion for discovery shall statewith particularity the
i tems sought to be produced and shal | be acconpani ed by an order t hat
provi des a space that are agreed to and for the granti ng or denyi ng of
each separate itemthat is contested. (See 6.17(C))

C. Any notion for discovery shall be deened prenat ure unl ess
counsel have made a good faith effort to obtain discovery fromthe
district attorney's office. Any notion before the court shall not be
considered unless it i s acconpani ed by acertification (1) that the
di strict attorney and def ense counsel have conferred/ not conferred on
eachiteminthe notion/s; (2) the attenpts nade to confer i n person
or by tel ephone, includingthe dates and ti nes t hose conferences or
attempts took place; (3) whether there was/was not open file
di scovery; (4) that the district attorney and def ense counsel have
been unabl e to reach an agreenment on t he noti on and require a heari ng
on the notion. (See Local Rule 3.24A).

NEW TEXT:

Del ete section c.

RULE 6. 18 DOCKET CALLS/ ANNOUNCEMENTS:
OLD TEXT:

Docket Calls, Arraignnents, Announcenents and Pre-trial s:
The ti nmes for docket calls, arraignnments, and pre-trial hearing on all
cases shall be governed by the judge of the court inwhichthe caseis
docket ed.



The final order of trial shall be determ nedin accordance with
Local Rul e 6. 22 and shal |l be announced by the court/court coordi nat or
no | ater than the Thursday before jury selectionat 3:00p.m Inthe
event a caseis not goingto proceedtotrial, the attorney(s) causing
t he cause not togototrial, for whatever reason, shall notify the
court coordi nator nolater than 3: 00 p. m on Thursday before t he case
is set for jury trial saidattorney not obtain acontinuance at the
ti me and t he case does not proceedtotrial when called by the court,
t he court may assess the actual costs of the entire jury panel agai nst
the party(ies) represented by sai d attorney and/ or any ot her party(ies)
insuch proportions as may be warranted, absent good cause. The court
shal | not assess any such costs if the panel is swornfor thetrial of
anot her case.

NEW TEXT:

Docket call's, Arraignments, Announcenents and Pre-trial. The
ti mes for docket calls, arraignnents, and pre-trial hearing on all
cases shall be governed by t he Judge of the court in whichthe caseis
docket ed.

The final order of trial shall be determ nedin accordance
with Local Rule 6.22 and shall be announced by the court/court
coordi nator no |l ater than the Tuesday before jury sel ection at 3:00
p.m In the event a case is not going to proceed to trial, the
attorney(s) causing the cause not togototrial, for whatever reason,
shal |l notify the court coordi nator no |l ater than 3: 00 p. m on Thur sday
before the caseis set for jury trial toobtainasettingfor his/her
notion for continuance. Should said
att orney not obtain acontinuance at the ti me and t he case doe snot
proceed to trial when called by the court, the court may assess t he
actual costs of the entire jury panel against the party(s) in such
proportions as may be warrant ed, absent good cause. The court shall
not assess any such costs if the panel is sworn for the trial of
anot her case.
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